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LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ 
Welcome to upland bird hunting! This course should provide you with basic knowledge about 
upland bird hunting in Washington State and give you a general guide to be successful in your 
hunting pursuits. 
 
In our Basic Hunter Education course, we teach students how to hunt safely. This course is 
designed to give you an overview ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƛƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀōƛǘǎ ƻŦ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǳǇƭŀƴŘ ōƛǊŘǎ and 
how to hunt them effectively. This guide will also help teach you about game handling, hunting 
equipment regulations and choices, correct shot placement, and much more. These topics will 
help you become more knowledgeable as a hunter and make the animals you harvest become 
great table fare. 
 
One thing to remember when pursuing any animal is that it is called hunting for a reason. You 
may not be successful in harvestiƴƎ ŀƴ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘŀȅΣ ƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
enduring challenge and fun of hunting. Each season brings a new opportunity to hone your 
skills. To properly set your expectations, check the annual harvest statistics, which are posted 
on the WDFW website at https://wdfw.wa.gov/hunting/management/game-harvest.  
 
For most of us, hunting is about much more than a successful harvest. LǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ 
afield bonding with family and friends, watching the sunrise over the mountains on a crisp fall 
morning, and having exciting stories to tell when you get home. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo by Kelly McAllister, James Cummings, and WDFW 
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Photo by Wikimedia Creative Commons, Charlesjsharp 

[ƛŎŜƴǎŜ /ƘƻƛŎŜǎ 
WDFW offers many different licenses that allow you to hunt various game species in 
Washington. To hunt upland birds in Washington, you will need to purchase a small game 
license. To hunt western Washington pheasants you will have to purchase the necessary 
permits. You can also receive a discount if you purchase your small game license and a big game 
license as a combination license. Remember that you will not receive the discount unless the 
license items are purchased at the same time. 
 
License choices are as follows: 

¶ Small Game License  
o Allows you to hunt small game such as upland birds, forest grouse, and rabbits, 

as well as unclassified animals such as coyote. 

¶ Any of the big game combos with the discounted small game license 
o Allows you to hunt the big game species denoted by the license, small game, 

forest grouse, and unclassified animals. 
 

tƘŜŀǎŀƴǘ 
The ring-neck pheasant is one of the largest 
and certainly the most brightly colored of 
²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǳǇƭŀƴŘ ōƛǊŘǎΦ !ƴ ŀŘǳƭǘ ƳŀƭŜ 
(rooster) ring-neck weighs two and a half to 
three pounds and measures up to 35 inches 
from the tip of its beak to the tip of its tail. 
That long, pointed tail may account for over 
half the overall length. An adult hen pheasant 
weighs about two to two and a half pounds 
and has a much shorter tail. 
 
The ring-ƴŜŎƪ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ ƻǊ 
even to North America. The first pheasants 

were brought from China and successfully introduced into western Oregon in 1881. Washington 
received its first ring-necks in 1883, and heavy plants were made in western Washington in the 
early 1890s and in several areas of eastern 
Washington later in that decade. The first 
Evergreen State pheasant season opened in 1897.  
 
A few small, self-sustaining populations of ring-
neck pheasants occur in the agricultural areas 
west of the Cascades, but the grain-producing 
lands on the east side of the state provide the 
best pheasant habitat and the highest ring-neck 
populations. WDFW releases thousands of pen-

Photo by Kenny Collins 
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raised birds in both eastern and western Washington provide additional opportunity for upland 
bird hunters. 
 
In eastern Washington you are only allowed to harvest roosters (male pheasants). They have 
the distinct ring around their neck, a green head and red feathers around their eyes. Female 
pheasants or hens are not legal to harvest in eastern Washington. Either sex is legal to harvest 
when pheasant hunting in western Washington. 
 

 
 

Hunting Strategies ς Eastern Washington 
Taking to the field early in the season provides the opportunity to get first crack at young, 
ǳƴǿŀǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ άǳƴŜŘǳŎŀǘŜŘέ ōƛǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ȅŜǘ ŦƛƎǳǊŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƴƎŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻƻ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ 
hunting dogs and people wearing hunter orange clothing. Those that survive the first week or 
two of the season tend to άsmarten-upέ and therefore, become harder to hunt. Starting your 
hunt early in the day gives you an opportunity to hunt pheasants leaving their roosts to search 
for food and grit (for their crop), and active birds in more open country are easier to find. Like 
many game animals and birds, ring-necks are often most active during the first two hours of the 
morning and again during the last hour or two before dark. 
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Pheasants like to roost or rest in tall cover. Try walking any ditch that has cover and is fairly 
close to agricultural fields. Cattail patches, standing crops (with farmer approval), thick stands 
of Russian olive and other trees, and high bushes are great placed to try hunting for pheasants. 
In areas where corn and other grain or seed crops have been recently harvested, hunt the cover 

immediately surrounding 
the cut fields for birds that 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ŦŀǊ from their 
former hiding spots.  
 
Early season pheasants 
often sit tight and flush 
fairly close, which makes 
them perfect targets for 
small groups of hunters. 
Walk a zigzag pattern and 
stay fairly close together to 
cover more ground and 
keep pheasants from 
sneaking away between 
hunters.  
 

Birds tƘŀǘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ 
and their canine companions. Pheasants resort to hiding, changing their daily habits, moving to 
a new neighborhood and/or flying at the first sight or sound of hunters and their dogs. If you 
want to keep harvesting pheasants, you must change your tactics accordingly.  
 
There are several ways pheasant hunters can benefit from teaming up rather than hunting 
alone. Three or four pairs of legs can cover a lot more ground and kick up a lot more birds into 
the air. This means more potential shooting opportunity for everyone involved. Two or more 
hunters can work both sides of a thick hedge row or brushy ditch line and get shots at birds that 
fly out on either side. Hunting a field of standing corn, a cattail patch or other tall cover can be 
an exercise in futility for a lone hunter, but with a small group you can send two or three 
ƘǳƴǘŜǊǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻǎǘ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ άōƭƻŎƪŜǊǎέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘŎƘ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ ƻŦŦ 
exiting birds.  
 

Hunting Strategies ς Western Washington 
Western Washington pheasant hunting is a different type of hunting. It resembles the style of 
hunt in North Dakota or South Dakota, where as a line of hunters walk a field. With this style of 
hunting, you will want to find a spot in the line that gives you a good zone of fire and will allow 
you to hunt cover you like to hunt. You will also want to hunt edges of trees and fields. Any 
cover that is thick at the top and not at the pheasant level should hold birds. Western 
Washington pheasants are farm raised and released for hunters. 
 

Photo by WDFW 
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vǳŀƛƭ 
Both valley (California) quail and mountain quail are found in Washington. Valley quail are the 
more abundant of the two species and are found on both sides of the Cascades. Although the 
largest populations and best valley quail hunting occurs in eastern Washington. Mountain quail 
are huntable in western Washington only and are protected by a closed season east of the 
Cascades. 
 

The mountain quail, the largest member of the quail family, 
may weigh over half a pound and measure 11 to 12 inches in 
length. Its head plume (top knot) is taller and straighter than 
that of the valley quail, especially when standing on the 
ground or perched. Males and females look very much alike, 
with chestnut-colored throat patches and chestnut sides with 
wide, white bars. They tend to travel in small coveys, usually 
5 to 10 birds. Most common in California, Oregon, and parts 
of wŜǎǘŜǊƴ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǉǳŀƛƭ ǘƘŀǘ makes an 
annual migration, moving upslope into the high country 
during the spring and returning to the lowlands in the fall.  
 
Mountain quail are most likely to be found in two to six year-

old clear-cuts, under power lines, and in tall stands of scotch broom. Their tendency to run 
rather than fly or hold for a pointing dog makes them an especially challenging upland game 
bird. 
 
California (Valley) quail are originally found from southern Oregon to the sound end of the Baja 
Peninsula and as far east as the western edge of Nevada. The valley quail has been introduced 
throughout much of the west, including Hawaii and 
British Columbia. Both males and females sport a 
curving plume, comprised of several small feathers, 
ǘƘŀǘ ŘǊƻƻǇǎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƭŜΩǎ ǇƭǳƳŜ ƛǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
darker than the females. Males have a dark brown 
cap and a black face edged in white, a brown back, 
a grey-blue chest and a light brown belly. Females 
and immature birds are mainly grey-brown with a 
light-colored belly. A covey of valley quail may 
range from a dozen to several dozen birds. 
 
Valley quail habitat is widespread and includes thick 
tangles of trees and tall brush, especially near stream beds, small ponds and wetland areas. 
They also inhabit valley bottoms with patches of Russian olive, oak or high sage, patches of low 
brush, weeds or tall grass, Valley quail can also be found along edges of standing corn, wheat or 
other grain fields, and medium to heavy cover surrounding harvested fields.  
 

Photo by WDFW 

Photo by WDFW 
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Hunting Strategies 
As with other upland game birds, it is 
possible to hunt quail without a dog. 
One strategy is to travel back roads 
looking for tracks, droppings, and 
dusting holes that indicate there may 
be birds nearby. When you find 
evidence of birds, walk the edge of the 
road in short bursts, stopping often 
near patches of roadside cover. Each 
time you stop, wait at least 15 or 20 
seconds before moving on. If there are 
quail nearby, they may get nervous and 
take to the air. The same stop-and-go 
strategy may also work for a lone 
hunter in relatively open areas with 

scattered patches of low to moderate cover.  
 
Another strategy for quail hunters without dogs is to hunt in groups of three or more, 
ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘŜƭȅ άǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŘƻƎέ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƘǳƴǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǇǳǎƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
areas of heavy cover and flush birds into the open ahead of their hunting partners. This 
technique works best in fairly small areas and in narrow ribbons of cover: If the cover patch is 
too large, quail may simply run or, if they do flush, stay within their brushy haven and refuse to 
fly into the open. 
 
A well-trained dog, of course, can do a better job of playing dog than a human can, and can be a 
huge hunting asset. The pointing breeds are great, especially in low cover and open, shrub-
steppe country, but a tough flushing dog might offer an advantage in the kinds of thick cover 
where valley quail often hide. Any well trained dog can improve your chances for a successful 
hunt. 
 
Regardless of your hunting situation or strategyΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ harvest more quail if you listen 
as well as watch. Quail are very άǘŀƭƪŀǘƛǾŜέ ōƛǊŘǎΣ and use various calls and clucks to 
communicate with each other, and hunters can use this to their advantage. When a covey is 
scattered, birds will often emit a sort of crowing whistle to locate each other. Such calls may 
also erupt around dusk, as birds roost for the night. Hunters can often get the chorus started 
with a quail call, and use the responses to help pinpoint likely hunting spots for the next 
morning.  
 
A common scenario for quail hunters is to raise a covey and get one or two shots if they all take 
flight at once, or perhaps stand and shoot several times if birds raise one or two at a time and 
ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜ-load between take-offs. When they scatter, quail may fly long 
distances, never to be seen again (at least not that day), or they may settle to the ground only a 

Photo by WDFW 

http://wdfw.wa.gov/hunting/upland_birds/graphics/hunter_quail.jpg
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few dozen yards away and you can spend the next hour flushing singles and doubles. Those 
singles and doubles will sometimes hold very tight once they hit the ground, letting a hunter or 
dog walk right up on top of them before they fly. Those are the rises that may just about cause 
cardiac arrest, but also tend to provide hunters with the longest possible reaction time for a 
good shot. 
 
If you raise a covey in or near trees and tall bushes, quail may resort to the frustrating tactic of 
simply flying up and perching in the overhead limbs, giving you no time for a wing-shot. 
Shooting sitting quail off tree limbs is the bird-hunting equivalent of shooting fish in a barrel, so 
you may find yourself resorting to throwing rocks and sticks to get them to take flight. It may be 
easier and more productive to walk away and return 30 to 60 minutes later, in hopes ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ 
have returned to the ground and can be flushed again. 
 

/ƘǳƪŀǊ tŀǊǘǊƛŘƎŜ 
Chukars are native to Asia and southern 
Europe, and they thrive in dry, rocky, 
steep country. Although now found 
throughout the western United States 
and in parts of British Columbia and 
Mexico, some of the best chukar 
hunting is found in the Snake River 
region of Washington, Oregon, and 
Idaho. 
 
An adult chukar measures 13 to 14 
inches long and weighs about three-
quarters of a pound, making it a little 
larger than a valley quail and a little 
smaller than a ruffed grouse. Also 
known as red-legged partridge and rock 
ǇŀǊǘǊƛŘƎŜΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ōƭǳƛǎƘ-gray on the 
back, wings, and breast, with a buff 
belly and flanks marked with vertical 
bars of black and chestnut. A black band extends across the eyes and down the side of the 
head, neck, and upper breast. The throat is white, while the beak, legs, and feet are red. 
 
Typical chukar habitat features cliffs, bluffs, canyon walls, talus slopes and other generally 
vertical terrain. They not only roost in steep, rocky areas, but feed on grains, seeds, forbs and 
grasses they find among and around the rock piles and cliffs. Brush provides nesting cover in 
spring and shade from the summer heat, so sage, greasewood, and other bushy vegetation is 
ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŀōƛǘŀǘΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǳǇƭŀƴŘ 
ōƛǊŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŀ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǿƘŜǊŜ these birds congregate. 
 

Photo by Chuck Abbe 
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Hunting Strategies 
Chukar will sometimes move down to flatter ground to feed at the edge of wheat or hay fields, 
but chukar hunting usually involves hiking, climbing and crawling up and down steep slopes, 
around the edges of rock outcroppings and canyon walls. Chukars often feed throughout the 
morning and then move to shady slopes and draws, dusting sites and water holes during mid-
ŘŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩƭƭ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜƎƛƴ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǎǘŜŜǇŜǊ ǊƻƻǎǘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƭŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΦ 

 
Later in the fall, as snow 
begins to accumulate in 
eŀǎǘŜǊƴ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ 
chukar haunts, they tend 
to congregate in areas 
that are relatively free of 
snow. Pursuing these 
birds over snow and ice-
covered rocks on their 
home turf can be risky, 
but also productive. 
 
While legging it out all 
day and flushing coveys 
wherever you find them 
is standard chukar-

hunting procedure, there are other ways to find birds. One is to scan distant slopes with 
binoculars, looking for feeding or roosting birds, then get into position for a stalk. 
 
Listening for the clucks and cackles that give the chukar its name is another way to locate birds. 
Like quail, they call to help maintain contact among members of a covey, and attentive hunters 
can use those sounds to pinpoint the birds whereabouts. You can also use a chukar call to draw 
a response and get the conversation started. 
 
Whenever possible, try to approach chukars from above. While they tend to fly downhill, they 
usually run uphill. Chukar are notorious for running out of shooting range before rising, and 
they can get up a hillside much faster than you can. Chasing a covey of runners up the side of a 
mountain rarely produces a good shooting opportunity. There is a rather high probability that 
at any given time of day most birds will be at the same approximate elevation. So if you flush a 
covey at one point along a hillside, move uphill about 10 to 20 feet and continue along that line 
in hopes of being just above the next covey you encounter. 
 
Chukars have a reputation for spooking easily, and not holding well for a dog, but, as in any 
upland bird hunting, a good dog is going to find chukars that even the best two-legged hunter 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘΦ ! ŎƭƻǎŜ-working pointer is a good choice as a chukar dog, but a pointer or flusher 
trained to work below birds and flush them back up toward you is even better. Remember, 

Photo by WDFW 
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though, that the steep hills and cliffs that comprise chukar country pose a serious threat to 
undisciplined or unmanageable dogs. 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōƛǊŘ ŘƻƎ ƻǊ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ Ƙǳƴǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƻƴŜΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏan still harvest chukar. One 
tactic is to do a stop-and-go push through, moving quickly while walking, then stopping for 30 
seconds near cover to make hiding birds lose their nerve and flush. 
 

DǊŀȅ όIǳƴƎŀǊƛŀƴύ 
tŀǊǘǊƛŘƎŜ 
Making their American debut in the 
late-nineteenth century, these 
European imports were first released 
in Washington and California but are 
now found in huntable numbers in 
about a dozen western and 
midwestern states and most Canadian 
provinces. The first birds released in 
this country came from Hungary, so 
the gray partridge is also commonly 
known as Hungarian partridge, or Hun. 
 
Gray partridge grow to just over a foot 
long and weigh about three-quarters 

of a pound. Classic Hungarian partridge country might be a field of corn or wheat stubble 
bordered or intersected by a couple of brushy draws or a gently-sloping hillside dotted with 
sagebrush. A small stream, pond, or wetland nearby would likely make such a spot even more 
attractive to a covey of Huns. 
 
To most hunters, the ƎǊŀȅ ǇŀǊǘǊƛŘƎŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǾŜǊȅ ƎǊŀȅ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘΩǎ Ǌǳǎǘ-colored tail and reddish-brown back and wings as it flies straight 
away from them. If the bird is crossing, you may see the chestnut and gray bars along its flanks. 
A horseshoe-shaped mark of dark chestnut covers the lower half of the breast. 
 

Hunting Strategies 
Hunters only harvest about 5,000 gray partridge a year, far fewer than any other upland bird. If 
you want to hunt gray partridge, though, there are ways to improve your chances. First, cover a 
ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ŘƻȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ ōƛǊŘǎ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ƻƴŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΥ tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜƴǎƛǘƛŜǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ 
ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘƛƎƘΣ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ōŜǎǘ ōŜǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƳƛƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŘŜŎŜƴǘ ǇŀǊǘǊƛŘƎŜ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ƛƴ ƘƻǇŜǎ 
of flushing a couple of coveys in a day.  
 
Gray partridge like to feed around the edges of grain fields and in patches of seed-bearing 
weeds and grasses. They tend to roost, hide and rest in hay fields, tall grass, brush patches, and 

Photo by WDFW 
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Flying sage grouse 
Photo by WDFW 

Flying sharp-tailed grouse 
Photo by WDFW 

along fence lines. On windy days they may take 
shelter behind tree lines, fence rows, boulders, 
buildings, or in narrow draws and on lee hillsides.  
 
Gray partridge tend to be more skittish than quail 
and other upland species, and may run or flush wild 
when a dog (or hunter) approaches. Some veteran 
partridge hunters prefer and recommend dogs that 
are trained to lock up on point as soon as they 
detect gray partridge scent. When a dog does lock 
up on gray partridge, the hunter should move in fast 
to shorten the shooting distance before the birds fly. 
²ƘŜƴ ŦƭǳǎƘŜŘΣ ƎǊŀȅ ǇŀǊǘǊƛŘƎŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ŧƭȅ ƘƛƎƘΣ 
but they may fly far, especially later in the season 
ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƘǳƴǘƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ 
flushed birds usually stay together, the good news is that if you are able to locate singles or 
doubles after the first rise, they tend to hold better for a dog than coveys will. 
 

DǊƻǳǎŜ 
There are six grouse species that call Washington State home. They are the ruffed grouse, sooty 
grouse, dusky grouse, spruce grouse, sage grouse, and sharp-tailed grouse. Four of the six 
grouse are open for hunting in Washington. The sage and sharp-tailed grouse are protected 
endangered species and it is illegal to hunt them. These two grouse are generally found in 
prairie areas. Large scale wildfires in 2015 altered the prairie habitats and home ranges of these 
species. Some of the populations may have moved closer to forest grouse habitats. It is 
imperative to identify the grouse prior to shooting because of their close resemblance. 

 

Photo by WDFW 
























